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Revelation 
Chapters Four & Five 

In the previous two chapters the Lord has given an individual assessment of each of the seven churches of 

Asia which He rules over. As king and Priest He holds the destiny of the churches in His hand as He walks 

among the congregations.1  Next, we are presented with a picture of a throne scene where judgment is 

going to be rendered on behalf of these saints by the ultimate destruction of Jerusalem.  This section of 

Revelation is referred to as the “Heavenly Apocalypse” (chapters 4-11). Jesus will be presented with a book 

sealed with seven seals. As each seal is opened, He will execute the curses as dictated by the covenant with 

Israel. But first, Jesus is introduced as King who is given glory and dominion forever and ever. 

Outline of Chapter Four & Five 

I. The Throne Scene:  4:1-11  
A. God on the throne:  4:1-8 

B. Worship of God:  4:9-11 

II. The Sealed Book:  5:1-14  
A. The book and a call for someone to open it:  5:1-5 

B. The Lamb takes the book:  5:6-10 

C. Worship of the Lamb:  5:11-14 

The Throne of God   4:1-8 

John is immediately allowed to look into heaven where he sees God sitting on this throne. 

 4:2  Throne – the infinite rule of Jehovah; used 38 times in Revelation.  

 4:3  Rainbow – reminds us of God’s faithfulness (Genesis 9:8-17). 

 4:4  Twenty four elders – representation of the church before the throne; either a picture of the 24 

orders of priests (1 Chronicles 24-25); or the combination of the twelve tribes with the twelve apostles.  

 4:5  Seven lamps – corresponds to the lampstand in the temple. 

 4:6  Sea of glass – the bronze laver of washing; called a ‘sea’ (Exodus 30:17-21; 1 Kings 7:23-26). 

 4:7  Four living creatures – indicates the omnipotent and omniscient character of God, who rides 

the four winds upon a cherub  (Psalm 18:10). 

Israel, being in a covenant relationship with God, was called to come before their King and His 

throne.  Jerusalem, along with the temple, represented a centralization of God’s rule among His 

people. They came into His presence as they approached His sanctuary:   

But you shall seek the Lord at the place which the Lord your God will choose from all your 
tribes, to establish His name there for His dwelling, and there you shall come.  Deuteronomy 12:5 

                                                           
11 Home Hailey, Revelation;  pg. 164 
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This physical temple served as an image of the Sanctuary in heaven.2  John now sees the reality. 

In as much as Israel was faithful to their covenant with God, He would act as their mighty King by 

delivering them from their oppressors.  When He acted for them it resulted in an outpouring of 

praise and worship to God by Israel.  Thus, we see worship being made to God who is about to act 

on behalf of the Christians on the earth with whom He has a new covenant.   

…and day and night they do not cease to say,  “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God, the Almighty, 
who was and who is and who is to come.”.  Revelation 4:8, 9 

The Sealed Book   (5:1-5) 

In conjunction with the rule of God on His throne, John sees a small book sealed with seven seals.  

This book represents all of God’s plan from the beginning of creation, including His covenant 

provision with Israel and His plan to save mankind through Jesus. As each of the seals are to be 

opened God’s judgment (the curse) comes upon Israel until it is completely finished (Revelation 

10:7). But a crisis seems to appear, as no one is worthy to take the book and open its seals. 

 5:1  Written inside and on the back – as was the Ten Commandments (Exodus 32:15). 

 5:1  Seven Seals – seals prove the book to be genuine; they are sealed indicating the contents are 

not yet fulfilled; there are seven indicating that the contents represent a covenant3. 

 5:2  Who is worthy? – sadly, nobody; because all have sinned and are equally guilty of the judgment 

contained within the book. Nobody was worthy, not Moses, not even David, so John weeps. 

The Lamb   (5:6-10) 

John is told stop weeping because Jesus is worthy to open the book.  In this section we see Jesus 

being exalted to the throne and assuming control as the Lion from the tribe of Judah, the Root of 

David, and the one who has overcome.  This is a picture of His ascension. But when John turns to 

see this King, he sees a Lamb standing as if slain.  How can this be? 

 5:5  Lion from Judah –from the physical lineage of Judah (Genesis 49:8-10; Hebrews 7:14). 

 5:5  Root of David – the Messiah promised by Old Testament prophets (2 Sam. 7:1-16; Luke 1:68-70). 

 5:6  A Lamb slain – lamb is used 28 times in Revelation for Jesus; seen as a lamb in the sense of His 

sacrificial work; a picture of the Passover lamb, offered for all persons so death might pass over 

each of us.  He overcame not by power or sword, but by sacrifice through love.4 

 5:6  Standing – denotes victory; being slain, He has overcome, being the firstborn form the dead, 

having defeated Satan who had the power over death (elaborated on in Revelation 12); He now 

stands, as the exalted one, at God’s right hand (Hebrews 1:3; 9:12, 24; 10:12-13) and is worthy to take 

the book and execute judgment as King. 

 5:6  Seven horns – depicts His power (Deut. 33:17; 1 Sam. 2:10; Psalms 75:10), as all things are now in 

subjection to Him, “angels and authorities and powers being made subject unto Him” (1 Peter 3:22).  

 5:6  Seven eyes – are said to be the seven Spirits of God; omnipresent (2 Chron. 16:9; Zech. 3:9; 4:10). 

                                                           
2 Chilton, pg 142 
3 Chilton pg 166, quoting Theodor Zahn, from  Theodor Zahn, Introduction to the New Testament, Vol. Ill, pp. 393f.; 
quoted in G. R. Beasley-Murray, The Book of Revelation (Grand Rapids: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., revised 
ed., 1978), p. 121 
4 Hailey, pg 176;   see Isaiah 53:7 
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While the Jews had thought they had eliminated Jesus and His claim to be the Messiah, ironically they had 

actually fulfilled God’s plan by killing Him, which resulted in Him being exalted as King who would now 

come in judgement against them. What follows is an immediate worship of this Lamb which serves as 

acknowledgement of His exalted position. 

 5:8  fell down before the Lamb – shows their acceptance of Jesus as King; as well as their respectful 

submission to His authority. 

 5:8  golden bowls full of incense – the prayers of the saints  (Psalm 141:2). 

 a new song – when God in the Old Testament delivered His people, they often responded in 

worship to Him by singing a new song  (Ps. 33:3; 40:3; 96:1; 98:1; 144:9; 149:1; Isa. 42:10)   Now that 

Jesus is on the throne, deliverance is going to come on behalf of the saints invoking a new song. 

 5:10  made them to be a kingdom and priests – the same covenant language that was used when 

Israel became a kingdom to God (Exodus 19:6).  Used by Peter of Christians (1 Peter 2:9-10).  This 

kingdom is a fulfillment of the promise to Abraham (that all nations would be blessed in Christ) and 

a fulfill-ment of the preaching of John the Baptist and Jesus (i.e. – the kingdom of heaven is at hand). 

Worship of the Lamb   (5:11-14 

When Jesus takes the book and sits on the throne an amazing and impressive worship breaks out from 

every living thing. 

“Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power and riches and wisdom and might and honor and 
glory and blessing.”  Revelation 5:12 

 5:11  the number of them was myriads of myriads – this number is 10,000 times 10,000s or 

innumerable; all the spiritual beings join in one unified chorus saying, “worthy is the Lamb”;  today 

it still remains to be seen how many on earth will join that chorus. 

 5:13  every created thing – acknowledgement of the creator by the creation as in Psalm 148 (in 

contrast to those who refuse to honor Him, Romans 1:20-23). 

 5:13  glory and dominion – rule and authority. 

 5:14  the elders fell down and worshiped –  this is the third time the elders are seen falling before 

the throne in worship; first to God and now twice before the Son.   

Chapter four depicts the appropriate worship to the One who sits on the thrones as the one true God. 

Equally appropriate, Jesus is now given the very same worship.  The only conclusion that can be safely 

drawn is that He is equal to the Father as God since He is worthy to be worshipped as God. 

This message would not be lost on those on the earth who were suffering terrible because of their faith in 

Jesus. To learn that He was indeed on the throne, with book in hand, and now ready to act in their favor, 

would encourage them beyond measure.  They knew that victory was certain and there was good reason to 

remain faithful, even unto death. 

 

 

 

 


