








The result: “Actual church attendance 

was about half the rate indicated by 
national public opinion polls.”

http://www.religion-online.org/showarticle.asp?title=237


U.S. Public Becoming Less Religious
Modest Drop in Overall Rates of Belief and Practice, but 

Religiously Affiliated Americans Are as Observant as Before

Self-directed spirituality



Self-directed spirituality

“I don’t need to go to church 
to worship God.”

“I can be spiritual without 
the church.”







Realizing the importance of Jesus, 
results in one equally valuing the 
importance of His church.



Ephesians 1:8-10   

“In all wisdom and insight 9 He made known 

to us the mystery of His will, according to 

His kind intention which He purposed in Him 

10 with a view to an administration suitable 

to the fullness of the times, that is, the

summing up of all things in Christ, 

things in the heavens and things on 

the earth”

JESUS: the summation of all things

History:  ‘His-story’

JESUS!



Ephesians 1:22, 23

And He put all things in subjection under 

His feet, and gave Him as head over all 

things to the church, 23 which is His body,

the fullness of Him who fills all in all

JESUS: the summation of all things

His CHURCH: the fullness of Him

Matthew 16:18   “Upon this rock I will build My church”

Luke 19:10 For the Son of Man has come to seek and to 
save that which was lost.”

Ephesians 2:10    For we are His workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand so that we would walk in them.

http://biblehub.com/ephesians/1-23.htm


Ephesians 3:10, 11  

…so that the manifold wisdom of God
might now be made known through the 
church to the rulers and the authorities in 
the heavenly places. This was in 
accordance with the eternal purpose which 
He carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord.

JESUS: the summation of all things

His CHURCH: the fullness of Him



Ephesians 3:20, 21

Now to Him who is able to do far more 

abundantly beyond all that we ask or think, 

according to the power that works within us,

21 to Him be the glory in the church 

and in Christ Jesus to all generations 

forever and ever. Amen.

GOD: only worshiped in Christ

and in His church!

http://biblehub.com/ephesians/3-21.htm



